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Some Remarks on the Morbid Ef- 
fects of Dentition ; more particu- 
larly with reference to the Dis- 
eases of Teething Children in 
Summer and Autumn. 


By James Jackson, M.D. 

Tue following article was first pub- 
lished in the New England Journal 
of Medicine, &c., which has long 
been out of print. It is now reprint- 
ed in consequence of repeated appli- 
cations to the author from different 
quarters, 


I. Iv is familiar to all, that very 
material changes in the health are 
usually produced during the growth 
of the first set of teeth ; and, be- 
ing familiar, it does not excite 
wonder. It is, however, nota 
little remarkable that the growth 
of these bodies should be produc- 
_tive of such serious effects on the 
whole system; effects which, in 
many cases, are so totally dispro- 
portioned both to the size and 
importance of the parts. Mr. 
16 


John Hunter* represents the teeth 
as acting in some degree like 
foreign bodies on the alveolar 
processes and on the gums. It is 
not, however, consonant with the 
usual harmony of living systems, 
that such should be the case. We 
may,.perhaps, more properly con- 
sider the effects of dentition ana- 
logous to those produced by the 
development of the sexual or- 
gans at the age of puberty, and 
by certain other local changes at 
other periods of life. It is owing 
to the greater irritability of in- 
fancy, that, in a process compara- 
tively unimportant, such powerful 
effects ensue. 

II. The effects which are pro- 
duced in consequence of dentition 
are, first, that the ordinary and 
regular actions of the system are 
interrupted, so that they are per- 
formed imperfectly ; secondly, 
that some of those actions are 
occasionally suspended ; thirdly, 


* Natural History of the Human Teeth, 
p. 81. 
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that a morbid irritability is pro- 
duced, in consequence of which 
morbid actions will be excited in 
the system, by slighter causes 
than under commoncircumstances. 

III. Effects of the first and se- 
cond sort are very often noticed 
with respect to the stomach and 
bowels. In both of them it is 
very common to see their actions 
imperfectly performed, and occa- 
sionally suspended in consequence 
of dentition. The same is true 
with respect to the urinary or- 
gans, and so of other parts of the 
system. Effects of the third sort 
are exemplified in the great sus- 
ceptibility of the varying diseases 
of the season, which may be no- 
ticed in teething children. The 
diseases here referred to occur 
during the winter and spring, 
mostly in the parts above the dia- 
phragm ; and during the summer 
and autumn in those below. 

IV. It would seem that it is on 
the mucous membrane that the 


effects of dentition are chiefly: 


produced. Now in certain organs 
this membrane is the seat of im- 
portant functions. Such functions 
may or may not be materially af- 
fected by diseases of the mem- 
brane. Ifthe mucous glands only 
are affected, the consequence 
will be a great flow, first of se- 
rous fluid, and afterwards of mu- 
cus, and there will not ensue any 
very serious effects on the system. 
But if the whole membrane be 
affected, the functions of the part 
will be more or less interrupted, 
and proportionate effects on the 
general health will ensue. 

V. Although the season and 
other external circumstances de- 
termine in a great measure the 
affection to be produced in teeth- 
ing children ; yet at all times the 
stomach and chylopoietic viscera 
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are extremely liable to be affect- 
ed; and when affected, the dis. 
ease produced is more frequently 
severe and lasting, than when 
other parts become the seats of 
disease. 

VI. In summer and autumn, 
persons of all ages are liable to 
be weakened and enervated by 
the heat and moisture of the at- 
mosphere. When to this remark 
are added those in the preceding 
paragraphs, we shall perceive 
that the diseases of teething chil- 
dren must, in general, be much 
more severe in summer and au- 
tumn, than in winter and spring. 

VII. From the causes which 
have been recited, a very large 
proportion of all teething children 
are affected with disorders of the 
first passages during the warm 
season. These disorders are in 
various degrees, and are some- 
times very slight. They are, 
however, very severe in some in- 
stances, and particularly when 
aggravated by certain errors in 
diet and regimen. 

VIII. Inthe disorders referred 
to there is a general similarity ; 
and exact lines of distinction be- 
tween their varieties do not ap- 
pear to have been drawn by the 
hand of nature, with respect 
either to their proximate causes, 
or to the phenomena produced by 
those causes. An attempt will 
be made to arrange them under 
distinct heads. There must, how- 
ever, be intermediate éases,which 
will not properly fall under either 
of those heads. 

IX. The first affection we shall 
describe occurs at all seasons; 
but more frequently in warm than 
in cold weather, and often in the 
early parts of summer. It is 
most common in children with 
large heads and thick necks. It 
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commences suddenly ; often after 
taking food, which is difficult of 
digestion, or in too great quantity. 
The child at first appears fretful 
or uneasy ; will not be amused ; 
hangs his head, and wants to lie 
in arms ; sometimes a slight chil- 
liness is noticed, but shortly he 
becomes thirsty, appears warm 
and dry, particularly about the 
head and neck; the face grows 
red, and the features appear to 
swell. The child now commonly 
falls into a deep and heavy sleep, 
with his eyelids perhaps half 
closed, or his eyes often rolling 
up. He often starts in his sleep, 
or groans, and sometimes general 
convulsions of the voluntary mus- 
cles take place. The respiration 
is heavy, and laborious in some 
cases. The pulses are full and 
accelerated. Sometimes a rash 
appears on the skin. 

X. In this state the patient will 
continue for an uncertain period ; 
from four to six hours. In some 
instances a sweat will then come 
on ; the symptoms will abate, and 
after a longer interval some crude 
matters will be discharged by 
stool. But in far the greater 
number of instances, the symp- 
toms before described are follow- 
ed by vomiting. All the food, 
which had been taken at the last 
meal, and sometimes for two or 
three meals, is now thrown up, 
with a quantity of ropy mucus. 
Sometimes bile is also ejected ; 
but not often, unless the efforts to 
throw off the food be laborious 
and long continued. When the 


stomach is fairly relieved, the 
symptoms gradually subside. But 
in some instances the relief is 
only partial, and either the same 
symptoms Continue, or others su- 
pervene, which will be described. 
On examination, it will commonly 


be found, in these cases, that one 
or more of the teeth is protruding, 
and the gum tense or inflamed. 

XI. This is an affection of which 
the predisposing cause is the irri- 
tation from teething, and the oc- 
casional cause food in too great 
quantity or of improper quality. 
In some instances the irritation 
from teething is sufficiently pow- 
erful to arrest the digestive pro- 
cess, even when the food has been 
proper in quantity and quality. 

XII. The obvious indications 
in this case are, first, to excite 
the stomach to evacuate itself, 
when it has not already done this ; 
and second, to take off the tension 
in the gum over the tooth or teeth 
protruding. The first indication 
is answered sometimes by warm 
water; but more certainly by 
ipecacuanha. The second by di- 
viding the gum in the direction of 
the teeth. 

XIII. The disorder next to be 
noticed, is sometimes preceded 
by that already described ; more 
particularly, where the indications 
laid down (in §XII.) have not been 
fulfilled either by nature or art. 
In many cases that ephemeral 
disease does not precede, or only 
some of its slighter symptoms are 
noticed. In the disorder under 
consideration the dejections be- 
come more frequent than in 
health, and more thin in consist- 
ence. In most cases probably 
some undigested food might be 
discovered mixed with bile and 
the other fluids, which are dis- 
charged into the intestines. The 
discharges are often immediately 
preceded by griping. They are 
various in color ; often clay-color- 
ed for a short time, frequently 
yellow, but lighter than in health; 
less frequently, but not rarely 
green. 
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XIV. With these symptoms 
the child loses his flesh, but not 
very rapidly. The loss is not 
evident to transient observers ; 
but to those who know him it is 
evident that the features and 
limbs have lost some of the plump- 
ness of health. The child easily 
gets tired ; for a little while he 
appears in good spirits, but he is 
not easily amused, and becomes 
dissatisfied sooner than when he 
is well. Slight febrile paroxysms 
are occasionally noticed, more 
especially at night; in consequence 
of which the patient, who some- 
times appears nearly well all day, 
is very restless and uneasy all 
night, and is only quiet while ly- 
ing at the breast, where he can 
relieve his thirst and soothe his 
griefs. These paroxysms com- 
monly subside before morning, or 
at daylight. 

XV. The symptoms which have 
been described are sometimes 
sudden in their access ; but more 
frequently they come on gradual- 
ly. They vary exceedingly in 
force, in different subjects. At 
one time they subside, all of them, 
or at least those which are most 
prominent, and the little patients 
appear to the attendants to be 
recovering ; but shortly, either in 
consequence of some change in 
the weather, or, because, the 
child being better, less care is 
taken respecting his diet, or, be- 
cause, his strength being restored, 
the teeth begin to grow more vi- 
gorously, the patient suddenly re- 
lapses into his former state. At 
whatever part of the summer the 
disease commences, if it be not 
soon removed, it is prone to con- 
tinue with occasional remissions 
till October; terminating very 
often in the graver affection, 
which remains to be described. 


XVI. This disorder may be 
termed the diarrhea of teething 
children ; for subjects of this de- 
scription very rarely pass through 
its appropriate season without be- 
ing affected by it in some mea- 
sure. It is often sustained even 
through several weeks, with so 
much ease, or with injuries which 
are so gradual, that the parents 
are not alarmed, and do not em- 
ploy any remedies for its remo- 
val. The opinion, which is de- 
rived from great authority, that 
children cut their teeth most 
safely when the belly is loose, 
misleads many. This opinion was 
not intended fo sanction negli- 
gence, when the important func- 
tion of digestion has failed, or is 
daily failing more and more. 

XVII. The explanation of the 
phenomena of this disease is as 
follows. By the operation of the 
causes recited in §V. and VI. the 
process of digestion is impaired. 
The stomach labors and fails in 
the performance of ‘the first 
concoction.”” The matters which 
pass into the duodenum are crude; 
they irritate that organ, and they 
irritate the mouths of the hepatic 
and pancreatic ducts. By that 
irritation and by sympathy with 
the stomach and duodenum, the 
liver and pancreas are brought 
into unusual action. Their secre- 
tory actions are performed more 
rapidly and less perfectly than in 
health. Their fluids, of which 
the bile alone is conspicuous, are 
vitiated in quality, while they 
abound in quantity. From these 
causes the intestinal canal is ex- 
cited to more frequent evacua- 
tions. But the evacuations are 
partial ; the organs grow irrita- 
ble ; their contents are not allow- 
ed to rest while the more fluid 
parts are absorbed, but they are 
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hurried along in small portions, in 
consequence of their own acrimo- 
ny. It sometimes happens also, 
though not so frequently as in the 
disorder next to be described, 
that the more solid portions of the 
feces are retained. It is also to 
be noticed that in some cases, 
though rarely, the secretion of 
bile is stopped altogether. This 
probably happens from a direct 
sympathy of the liver with the 
gums, without the meiliation of 
the stomach. 

XVIII. The indications of cure 
in this affection are nearly the 
same as in that, which will next 
be described. The remarks on 
this subject will therefore be 
more conveniently deferred at 
present. 

XIX. The disorder, which is 
now to be described, is almost 
peculiar to teething children dur- 
ing the warm season. It is some- 
times, though rarely, seen before 
the month of August. It grows 
more frequent and is commonly 
more severe in September than 
in August. Though less frequent 
in October, it yet grows more 
severe and more difficult of re- 
moval. The same perhaps is 
true of other acute diseases of 
this season; that as the autumn 
advances they grow more serious 
and more dangerous. 

XX. This disorder, which is 
Called cholera infantum, occurs 
most commonly among children 
who are under the age of eighteen 
months, and who do not nurse. 
As the time of weaning has great 
influence in bringing on this dis- 
order ; as indeed it is in most in- 
Stances to be attributed to an 
error in this respect, when the 
disorder is severe ; and as there 
is not any other disease by which 
We lose so many infants, our re- 
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marks on this subject will be fully 
stated. They are drawn from 
observation alone, totally unbias- 
sed by any hypothesis ; and they 
have been confirmed by an inquiry 
into a vast number of cases. It 
is not however pretended that 
they will be found universally 
correct ; but the exceptions will 
be very rare, unless difference of 
situation varies the result.* 

XXI. Children are benefited 
by living principally on the breast 
for twelve months ; their vigor is 
evidently impaired in almost all 
cases, when they are nursed less 
than nine months. The safest 
period of the year for weaning is 
from the middle of October to the 
middle of March ; provided they 
be not weaned under ten months 
after December, under eleven 
after January, nor under twelve 
after February. Children who 
are weaned at the age of twelve 
months in March are ordinarily 
safe; those who are weaned at 
this age in April are less so, one 
half of them perhaps sufferiug se- 
verely in the subsequent summer 
or autumn. In May the danger 
increases ; and in the four subse- 
quent months, if a child of any 
age be weaned, it will in most 
cases be very sick before the 
middle of the October ensuing. 
The disease does not immediately 
follow the weaning ; though in 
many case’ the diarrhea of teeth- 
ing children ensues at once. But 
the instances in which children, 
who are weaned between May 
and October, escape severe cho- 


* These observations have been made 
during more than ten years? residence in 
Boston, and chiefly, though not solely, on 
the inhabitants of the town. The author 
is persuaded that they may be corrobo- 
rated in great measure, though not in 
their full extent, throughout New-Eng- 
land. 
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lera infantum, are extremely rare 
indeed.—It must however be 
noted that in some years the sea- 
sons are much more favorable to 
the health of teething children 
than in others. It must also be 
noted that the limits, which have 
been mentioned, must be varied 
by particular circumstances.— 
First, the seasons vary two or 
three weeks in different years. 
Second, something will depend on 
the constitution of the child. But 
we must beware not to place too 
much reliance on this circum- 
stance, especially on the general 


appearance, on the fatness, &c. i 


Those children who love meat and 
relishing food, who digest their 
food well, who are in perfectly 
regular habits as to their alvine 
evacuations, and who sleep well, 
are the best qualified to bear a 
_ deviation from the rules suggested 
above. 

XXII. The cholera infantum is 
preceded in most cases by the 
diarrheea of teething children. In 
its most exquisite forms it is very 
clearly distinguished from the di- 
arrhea; but there are many cases 
which are intermediate. Insome 
cases the disease commences 
with the symptoms that belong to 
the ephemeral affection which 
has been described. To these 
are shortly added vomiting and 
purging, in which great quantities 
of bile are evacuated, and at in- 
tervals sharp pain. In short, this 
attack is similar to the cholera 
morbus of adults. 

XXIII. In whichever mode the 
disease has commenced, frequent 
stools, and more or less frequent 
vomiting, attend it. The appe- 
tite is entirely lost, or is irregu- 
lar, craving only certain articles, 
and changing in a whimsical man- 
ner. Very frequently the child 
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is uneasy for some time after tak- 
ing food, if this be not in very 
small quantity. The food is often 
thrown up soon after it is taken; 
and this happens still more fre- 
quently with respect to liquids, 
for constant thirst is among the 
symptoms, and the drinks are not 
only swallowed voraciously, but in 
too large quantities. Pain in the 
bowels is a frequent, though not 
a constant symptom ; but some- 
times occurs with great severity. 
Straining at stool and tenesmus 
are more frequent, and are often 
accompanied by nausea and retch- 


ng. 

XXIV. In this disease, although 
the evacuations from the bowels 
are frequent, the feces are ina 
great measure retained, as in the 
dysentery of adults ; but not so 
entirely as is common in this lat- 
ter disease. In the cholera in- 
fantum, small portions of fecal 
matter are discharged in almost 
every stool; and now and then 
temporary relief will be afforded 
by an effort of nature in discharg- 
ing a larger quantity. of fecal 
matter. It must, however, be 
noticed, that, as very little food 
is digested in this disease, so very 
little of proper feces can be eva- 
cuated. Lumps or portions of 
undigested food are very often 
discharged from the bowels. Of 
this kind may be reckoned the 
curds of milk, which have indeed 
undergone the first change in the 
stomach, that of coagulation ; but 
which have not undergone any of 
the changes necessary to nutrition. 
Even the undigested food, how- 
ever, as well as the feces, is of- 
ten retained in the intestinal tube, 
while frequent evacuations are 
taking place, such as shall be de- 
scribed. 

XXV. The matters discharged 
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by stool are principally derived 
from the chylopoietic viscera 
themselves ; and with these small 
portions of feculent matter are 
mixed or involved. In consist- 
ence the stools are thin and wa- 
tery, or mucous and adhesive ; in 
color sometimes yellow, more 
frequently either green, or white, 
or brown, or these mixed; with 
occasionally some red portions, as 
in true dysentery ; in quantity va- 
rious, but rarely large, unless 
they be very thin; often very 
small, and like the stools in dysen- 
tery.* But they vary surprisingly 
in the course of a day, and even 
in the course of an hour, in all 
these respects. Some of them 
are without smell; but oftener 
they are sour or putrid ; or they 
smell like water in which putrid 
meat has been washed. The 
proper fecal smell is wanting in 
confirmed cholera infantum, as in 
dysentery. The frequency of the 
stools is extremely various ; they 
are from three or four to twenty 
in a day and night. 
(To be continued.) 


Il. 


Remarks on the Porcelain Artificial 
Teeth. 


By T. W. Parsons, M.D. Surgeon- 
Dentist. 


Asourt the year 1795-6, Monsieur 
Nicholas Dubois de Chémant, 
Surgeon-Dentist of Paris, an- 
nounced the discovery of a new 
substance for artificial teeth, 
wholly different from that in com- 
mon use at the time, and possess- 


* In such cases the fecal matter is re- 
tained. In a case which had continued 
several weeks without the interference of 
art, more than a pint and a half of solid 
feces were brought away by medicine in 
the course of twenty-four hours. 
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ing many highly valuable proper- 
ties, among which was that of 
incorruptibility when exposed to 
the influence of the saliva in the 
mouth, and a consequent greater 
degree of cleanliness, than was to 
be found in any other substance. 
Teeth made of this material, 
which was in fact a peculiar kind 
of porcelain, were called the Mi- 
neral Paste Teeth, and were first 
announced as a discovery of such 
immense value as deservedly to 
entitle their inventor to the ap- 
pellation of ‘* Un homme de trés 
grande merite, et digne de la ti- 
tre de Benefacteur des Peuples.” 
The public prints of the day were 
immediately inundated with the 
most flattering testimonials in fa- 
vor of his new invention, from 
many of the French nobility and 
other highly distinguished indivi- 
duals of the time, all of which 
have been collected intoa volume 
and published, with an engraving 
of a very handsome man, purport- 
ing to be that of Monsieur Ché- 
mant himself. The splendor of 
his house in the Rue de Richlieu 
was also in perfect keeping with 
his own opinion of the magnitude 
of his discovery ; this was on so 
sumptuous and expensive a scale, 
that the saloon of the palace of 
Versailles was at one time said to 
be equalled in Paris only by that 
of the Chevalier de Chémant. 
With these subsidiary means, 
added to the novelty and apparent 
usefulness of his discovery, it is 
by no means strange that his name 
was for a time preéminent, and 
that it was so to a degree wholly 
unequalled by any other individual 
in his profession, is evident from 
several marks of honor and dis- 
tinction which were most profuse- 
ly lavished uponhim. He secured 
to himself in France the exclusive 
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privilege of his invention by a pa- 
tent right, and was now in the full 
tide of success. His house is 
said to have been constantly 
thronged with individuals of rank 
and distinction from all parts of 
Europe, to avail themselves of an 
invention which promised a great- 
er degree of perfection in the 
apa of the dentist, than nad 

itherto ever been attained,—to 
wit, beauty, strength, and incor- 
ruptibility of the teeth, with per- 
fect immunity from pain. 

In the course of a few years 
the Chevalier visited London, and 
announced as he had done at Paris 
the importance of his invention, 
and with similar success. He 
here also obtained a patent right 
to his discovery in the year 1800.* 
For a few years he continued to 
divide his time equally between 
London and Paris, and was lucky 
enough to realise a splendid for- 
tune at the time when that re- 
action, always consequent upon 
undue excitement, was about to 
take place. This reverse of pub- 
lic favor he fortunately anticipated 
by retiring from his profession to 
an elegant chateau which he pur- 
chased in the neighborhood of 
Paris. 

I have ever been surprised that 
the Mineral Teeth of Monsieur 
Chémant, many of which I have 
seen, should have secured to their 
inventor for so long a time as 
eight or ten years, that eminence 
in his profession which he seems 
tohave held. This is to be ac- 
counted for only from the consi- 
deration that at that time the 
manufacture of these teeth was 
secured to himself by patent 


* A copy of the specification of his 
mode of making the Mineral Paste Teeth, 
given in on oath at the Patent Office in 
London, I have now in my possession. 


right, were probably the best of. 


the kind ever seen, and possessed 
also the attraction of novelty and 
apparent superiority. In addition 
to this, amongst the immense po- 
pulation of London and Paris, 
many of the unsuccessful cases 
which must have attended his 
operations, were probably readily 
forgotten, or referred rather to 
some peculiar circumstances, than 


to any want of skill on his part. 


Immediately after the expiration 
of the time for which his patent 
rights were granted, and after his 
retirement from his profession, 
other dentists not only availed 
themselves of his invention, but 
improved the art, and pointed out 
many well-founded objections to 
his mineral teeth. Ina French 
work* now before me, they are 
said to have frequently broken in 
the mouth like glass, from the 
application of a very slight force, 
to have caused severe inflamma- 
tory affections of the gums from 
their hard pressure against them, 
&c. &c., and after a pretty long 
enumeration of defects, the ma- 
terial of which they are made is 
termed ‘‘une matiere fragile et 
trés dangereuse a la santé de la 
bouche.” 

Since the time of Chémant the 
mineral paste or porcelain teeth 
have shared a very variable fate; 
in the practice of some dentists 
they have been highly extolled, 
while in that of others of equal 
reputation they have been aban- 
doned and denounced as in every 
respect inferior to other sub- 
stances. This I apprehend has 
arisen from the following circum- 
stance : on obtaining a sufficient 
variety of porcelain teeth, dent- 
ists have usually presented them 


© Le Manuel de l’Art du Dentiste. 
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as possessing peculiarly valuable 
properties, and employed them 
without discrimination in every 
case, and to the eutire exclusion 
of all other substances; the con- 
sequence has been, as it was with 
Chémant’s, that in many cases 
they have totally failed to answer 
the high expectation they at first 
seemed to promise ; other sub- 
stances have afterwards been em- 
ployed in their stead and with 
better success, and in the end the 
porcelain teeth have been given 
up and decried as useless. Pre- 
cisely the same remarks will at 
times apply to each of the other 
substances of which artificial teeth 
are made. Every practical dentist 
must be well aware that in certain 
cases one material is far prefera- 
ble to another for artificial teeth. 
That operator who should in every 
instance prefer the tooth of the 
hippopotamus for the purpose, 
(although sometimes by far the 
best article employed,) would in 
many cases fail of success, no less 
than he who was equally exclu- 


sive in the use of the porcelain 


teeth. In one case the tooth of 
the hippopotamus may be decid- 
edly the best,—in another, the 
porcelain may be still preferable, 
and in a third, some other sub- 
stance may present far greater 
claims to excellence. The adap- 
tation of the particular substance 
to the circumstances of each case, 
is a matter in which the skill of 
the operator is as much concern- 
ed as it is in any other branch of 
the profession, and from my own 
observation I am now fully con. 
vinced that much want of success 
attending the use of the porcelain 
teeta, has arisen from the above- 
mentioned circumstance. 

The property of incorruptibility 
while in the mouth, which the 
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porcelain teeth possess, is cer- 
tainly a very valuable one, and 
the general expectation often is, 
in common language, ‘‘ that one 
of these teeth will last for ever.” 
It is certainly true that the tooth 
itself possesses great durability, 
but it should be recollected that 
the stump to which it is attached, 
or the adjoining tooth to which it 
is secured, may fail, and by the 
failure of these the tooth of porce- 
lain is rendered equally useless as 
if made of a more perishable ma- 
terial. 

It is now more than ten years 
since I first commenced some ex- 
periments on the porcelain teeth. 
Since that time I have endeavor- 
ed to gain all the information in 
relation to them in my power, and 
have directed my attention parti- 
cularly to ascertain the cases in 
which they might be used with 
evident advantage over all others. 
The result of my investigation, 
and of some practical experience, 
has fully convinced me that in 
certain cases they are much bet- 
ter than those made of any other 
material. I must here observe, 
that in their preparation no regard 
whatever has been paid to the 
method of Monsieur Chémant, 
and I am well convinced they are 
not in the least liable to the ob- 
jections which have been urged 
against his, to some of which I 
have already referred; neither 
have I invariably adopted the 
mode of securing the porcelain 
teeth which has heretofore been 
usual, but have availed myself of 
a method, which so far as my ob- 
servation goes, I believe to be 
better, and in some degree pecu- 
liarly my own. I have delayed 
offering them to the notice of the 
public, from time to time, from 
some doubt as to the situations in 
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which they might be employed to 
the best advantage. On this point 
I new feel much certainty, and 
am fully convinced that they are 
justly entitled to a rank among 
the substances usually employed 
for artificial teeth. 

Boston, May, 1828. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Obstinate Hiccough cured by the 
Actual Cautery. 


A woman, 32 years of age, of 
a very susceptible habit of body, 
and weak in health, who had men- 
struated irregularly, and suffered 
much mental anxiety, was sud- 
denly attacked with violent and 
repeated hiccoughs. They usu- 
ally ceased towards bed-time, but 
were always increased in vio- 
lence if the patient attempted to 
perform any active duty. At the 
time she presented herself to M. 
Dupuytren, the paroxysms of 
hiccough were extremely violent. 
He determiued to employ ‘les 
toniques les plus énergiques ;” 
and the actual cautery was se- 
lected as that best adapted to 
procure relief. A red-hot iron, 
of an oval form, about an inch in 
diameter, was applied opposite 
the xiphoid cartilage, until the 
part was reddened. The skin 
only was destroyed; and, after 
several applications, the hic- 
coughs were permanently cured. 
About ten years ago, M. Dupuy- 
tren treated a similar case in the 
same manner, with equal success. 
Journal Complimentaire, §c. 


Action of the Uterus from Sym- 
pathy. 

Dr. Pichon lately attended a 
young woman during her first la- 
bor, which was unusually tedious 
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and severe. Her mother, 48 
years of age, who attended as the 
nurse, was much affected by the 
sufferings of the patient : she soon 
experienced sensations resem- 
bling uterine action, and, four or 
five hours after the labor, she 
perceived a sanguineous discharge 
from the vagina, which continued 
for several days, with occasional 
interruptions. She had not men- 
struated before for eight years. 
On the third day from the first 
appearance of the discharge, the 
breasts swelled, and became pain- 
ful to the touch. A kind of milky 
fluid escaped from the nipples for 
five or six days ; the uterine he- 
morrhage then disappeared, the 
breasts assumed their natural 
state, and the lady subsequently 
experienced no inconvenience. 
Dr. Paillard has recently related 
a similar case to the Society of 
Practical Medicine at Paris. 


Application of Circular Ligatures 
wm various Maladies. 


Dr. Bourgery, after having in- 
vestigated the various modes in 
which ligatures were formerly 
applied round the limbs for the 
relief of different maladies, and 
commented upon the effects thus 
produced from the obstruction to 
the arterial or venous circulation, 
relates eight cases of different 
diseases : intermittent fevers, 
convulsive asthma, apoplexy, hys- 
teria, epistaxis, and hemoptysis, 
which were cured by this means. 

He concludes, from his expe- 
riments : 

Ist. That circular ligatures, 
applied at the commencement of 
the paroxysm of intermittent fe- 
vers, will cure the disease. 

2d. In attacks of dyspnea, the 
consequence of chronic affection 
of the lungs, they produce very 
great rebief. 
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3d. In cases of apoplectic ten- 
dency, when a return of the at- 
tack is to be feared, they are 
very useful auxiliaries. 

4th. In deliquium animi, occa- 
sioned by plethora of the heart, 
the application of ligatures round 
the extremities quickly re-estab- 
lishes the circulation of the blood. 

5th. In every case of internal 
hemorrhage, not arising from the 
rupture of a large vessel, they 
may be applied with decided ad- 
vantage. | 

6th. In periodic head-ache, ce- 
rebral congestions arising from 
mental labor, or in oppressions of 
the chest, from the influence of 
a humid atmosphere, their use 
will be very serviceable. 

7th. Lastly, all the advantages 
which the treatment referred to 
is capable of producing, have not 
been ascertained. The application 
of the ligature is simple, and with 
very few exceptions perfectly 
safe. Practitioners are entreated 
to pursue the inquiries which have 
been already made upon a subject 
which promises to be of such fre- 
quent advantage.—Jour. des Prog. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 1828. 


BOSTON MEDICAL DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 


For the Month of April, 1828. 


Tue month was cold throughout. 
The weather was clear for the great- 
er part of the second week ; this was 
succeeded by a northeasterly storm, 
which continued, with occasional falls 
of rain, uninterrupted to the close of 
the month. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 61. 


Asthma humidum - - 1 
Bex convulsiva 1 


Of 
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Catarrhus communis - 6 
Contusio - - - 1 
Diarrhea - - - 2 
Dysenteria - 1 
Eczema - - - 1 
Enecia cauma - - 1 
Fractura simplex - - 1 
Hemoptysis - 1 
Helminthia alvi lumbricoides 2 
Hydrops 
Icterus spasmodicus : 1 
Impetigo localis -  - 1 
Limosis cardialgia- 1 
Mania ferox - - - 1 

Metrocelis turgescens 
Ophthalmia - - - 2 
Paramenia obstructionis 2 
do. superflua 1 
Phlegmone - 1 
Phthisis - 1 
Pleuritis - - - 2 
Pneumonitis vera - - 
do. notha - 8 
Porrigo 1 
Sternalgia chronica 
Struma - “ - 3 
Vaccinia - - 6 
Varix diffusum - - 1 
Vulnus laceratum - - 1 


Excepting the 6 cases of Vaccinia, 
the remaining patients were, males 
25, females 30; 23 cases were under 
10 years of age; the remainder were 
mostly adults. 22 cases were of 
acute pulmonary disease ; of these 9 
were under 6 years of age. 


The cases of pleuritis and pneu- 
monitis vera, were with a few excep- 
tions more mild than those which 
occurred the preceding month. Ve- 
nesection was practised in but one 
case in each of these diseases. As 
in the last month, our chief reliance 
was on tart. antimony, which was 
carried in some cases to nine, and in 
one case to twelve grains a day, in 
divided doses. If vomiting take 


place, it does not often continue after 
the third or fourth dose; a free dia- 
phoresis generally follows, sometimes 
accompanied by catharsis ; but as M. 
Laennec has remarked, resolution 
often proceeds as rapidly when none 
of these evacuations are produced. 


f 
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Colica - = 
Delirium tremens - 
Diarrhea - 
Dvysenteria - - - 
E. synochus - - - 
Eryth. erysipelatosum - 
Empr. pleuiitis - 

do. pneumonitis - 

do. pneumon., notha - 
L.emesis - 
L. dyspepsia- - 
Lep. psoriasis - 
M. Phthisis - - 
Odont. dentitionis - 


Paramenia diffic. - - 
do. obstruct. - 
do. rentent. - 

Prolapsus ani - - 

Scrofula - - - 

Vaccinia - - - 


The following case is interesting 
from the sudden cerebral) affection 
which followed the use of a small 
quantity of food, taken when the sto- 
mach was not in a fit state to receive 
it, although it had ever before borne 
it well, even when taken with free- 
dom. 


On the 2d of the month, was 
called early in the morning to visit 
Mrs. aged 70. She was of 
bilious-melancholic temperament, and 
had for many months been feeble 
from catarrhal phthisis; and for a 
few days previous had been more 
unwell from a slight cold, but was 
about her room as usual. ‘The re- 
port given of her was, that on the 
preceding evening she took her usual 
Opiate, and soon after requested 
something to eat, and chose an oys- 
ter. She took one from the shell 
and ate it without any condiment. 
Her attendant, after carrying her 
the oyster, left the room, and when 
she returned, (not more than ten 
minutes after,) she found that her 
“actions and answers to questions 
were strange.” The attendant im- 
mediately urged her to go to bed, 
which she did, but during the night 
continued delirious, restless, talka- 
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tive, often attempting to get up,.— 
At 6 o’clock, A. M. found her on 
bed, but often rising up, eye wild 
and glaring, motions quick, and with 
a truly maniacal appearance. Her 
memory was much impaired; and, 
on attempting to answer questions, 
after uttering one or two words, she 
appeared lost and could not get 
through with the sentence. She 
complained of no pain; had consi- 
derable disturbance of digestive or- 
gans; tongue coated; loathing of 
food ; pulse and skin as usual ; some 
thirst ; bowels regular ; no numbness 
nor loss of power in any part $ vision 
and hearing perfect. The cerebral 
affection subsided in a few days un- 
der the use of cathartics, vesication 
on the temples, sinapisms to the feet, 
and a liquid farinaceous diet. More 
active remedies were avoided on ac- 
count of the debilitated state of the 
system. J. H. Lane. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 68. 
Abortus - - - 
Arthrosia acuta - - 
do. chronica - 
Bex convulsiva 
do. humida - - 
do. licca - - 


Of 


Cauma -~ - 
Causis - - - 
Cephalea hemicrani 
Colica rhachialgia - — 
Coprostasis - - 
Delirium tremens -~— - 


1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Dyspepsia - - - 6 
Erythema erysipelatosum 1 
Gastro enteritis chronica 1 
Helminthia - - 
Hepatitis acuta - - 1 
do. chronica 
Odontia dentitionis lactantium 2 
do. do. _puerilis 1 
dolorosa cariosa 2 

do. catarrhalis 3 
Ophthalmia acute - - 2 
Paracyesis uter,. hem. - 1 
Paramenia obstructio. sup. 1 
1 


do. do. emansio 
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Paristhmitis tonsillaris - 2 
Parturition - - - 4 
Pleuritis mediastina - 1 
do. vera - ~ 2 
Pneumonitis - - - 4 
Subluxatio - - - 1 
Struma vulg.- 1 
Thlasma contusio - - 1. 
Ulcus - - - - 1 
Urticaria - - - 2 
Vaccinia - - - 2 
1 


Vulnus - - - - 


18 males. 9 adults—9 children. 
50 females. 32 adults—18 children. 
Cuarves T. Hitpretu. 


SOUTH BOSTON DISTRICT 


Includes Sea Street, where most of 
the cases occurred, The following 
are all which have been treated be- 
tween January 12th, 1828, and the 
ist of May. Number of cases, 59. Of 


Arthrosia - - - 


Bex convulsiva = = - 
do. humida - - - 
Bronchitis - - - 
Catarrhus”~ - - - 
Causis - - - - 
Coprostasis obstipata.- 
Dysmenorrhea 
Dyspepsia - - - 
Enteritis - - - 
Ephemera acuta - - 
Epilepsia cerebralis - 
Helminthia_ - - - 
Icterus - - - 
Ophthalmia taraxis - 


Paralysis particularis - 
Paramenia obstructionis 


Parotitis - - - 
Parturitio == - - 
Phthisis - - - 
Pneumonia - - - 
P. notha - ~ - 
Porrigo 
Struma - - - 
S. mesenterica - - 
Vaccinia - - 


The inflammatory diseases of 
adults yielded more rapidly than is 
common to antimony, calomel, ipe- 
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cac, and colchicum. Blisters were 
very rarely required. Venesection 


and leeches were not employed. 
These diseases occurred after some 
damp cold days, which were suc- 
ceeded by good weather, on ihe se- 
cond or third day of the respective 
diseases, 

The Paralysis particularis was the 
only symptom of disorder in a stout 
female domestic, habituated to night 
suppers and good living: it occurred 
in the ankles, and was relieved after 
several days’ purging. There were 
two deaths; one from Struma me- 
senterica in a patient three months 
old; the other from Bex convulsiva 
after nine weeks’ treatment with 
squills and castor oil ; medical advice 
having been asked only three days 
before the termination, 

Horatio Ropinson. 


To CorresPoNDENTs.—A commu- 
nication has been received from Dr. 
Benjamin Lincoln, which will appear 
in the next number. 


— 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS:IN BOS- 


TON, 

Ending May 23, at noon. 

May 17. Clarissa Foristall, 10 mo. 
Abigail D. Appleton, 26 yrs. 
Deborah Maxfield, 43 
John Cleverly, 23 

18. Owen McGrath, 11 days. 
Mary Sawyer, 57 yrs. | 
Isaac Wyman, (drowned 

April 22d,) 22 

19. Mary Curtis, 26 
Bill Vose, 76 
Charles H. Reed, 20 mo. 
Rosanna B. Whitman, 11 

20. Samuel Emerson, [35 yrs. 

21. Gad H. Gardner, 20 
Mary Jane Ladd, 19 
Mary Ann Hurd, 9 mo. 

22. Ann Mash, 4A yrs. 

23. Morris Kennepeck, 27 
Thomas Leach, 71 


Apoplexy, 1—childbed, 1—consumption, 4 
—cancer, 1—drowned, 1—fits, 1—hooping- 
cough, 1—inflammation on the lungs, 1—in- 
flammation in the head, 1—liver complaint, 1 
—lung fever, 2—pleuritis, 1—white swelling, 1 
—unknown, 1. Males, 9—females, 9. Still- 
born, 1. Total, 19. 
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which they might be employed to 
the best advantage. On this point 
I new feel much certainty, and 
am fully convinced that they are 
justly entitled to a rank among 
the substances usually employed 
for artificial teeth. 
Boston, May, 1828. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Obstinate Hiccough cured by the 
Actual Cautery. 


A woman, 32 years of age, of 
a very susceptible habit of body, 
and weak in health, who had men- 
struated irregularly, and suffered 
much mental anxiety, was sud- 
denly attacked with violent and 
repeated hiccoughs. They usu- 
ally ceased towards bed-time, but 
were always increased in vio- 
lence if the patient attempted to 
perform any active duty. At the 
time she presented herself to M. 
Dupuytren, the paroxysms of 
hiccough were extremely violent. 
He determiued to employ ‘les 
toniques les plus énergiques ;” 
and the actual cautery was se- 
lected as that best adapted to 
procure relief. A red-hot iron, 
of an oval form, about an inch in 
diameter, was applied opposite 
the xiphoid cartilage, until the 
part was reddened. The skin 
only was destroyed; and, after 
several applications, the hic- 
coughs were permanently cured. 
About ten years ago, M. Dupuy- 
tren treated a similar case in the 
same manner, with equal success. 

Journal Complimentaire, §c. 


Action of the Uterus from Sym- 
pathy. 

Dr. Pichon lately attended a 

young woman during her first la- 

bor, which was unusually tedious 
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and severe. Her mother, 48 
years of age, who attended as the 
nurse, was much affected by the 
sufferings of the patient : she soon 
eXperienced sensations resem- 
bling uterine action, and, four or 
five hours after the labor, she 
perceived a sanguineous discharge 
from the vagina, which continued 
for several days, with occasional 
interruptions. She had not men- 
struated before for eight years. 
On the third day from the first 
appearance of the discharge, the 
breasts swelled, and became pain- 
ful to the touch. A kind of milky 
fluid escaped from the nipples for 
five or six days ; the uterine he- 
morrhage then disappeared, the 
breasts assumed their natural 
state, and the lady subsequently 
experienced no inconvenience. 
Dr. Paillard has recently related 
asimilar case to the Society of 
Practical Medicine at Paris. 


Application of Circular Ligatures 
in various Maladies. 


Dr. Bourgery, after having in- 
vestigated the various modes in 
which ligatures were formerly 
applied round the limbs for the 
relief of different maladies, and 
commented upon the effects thus 
produced from the obstruction to 
the arterial or venous circulation, 
relates eight cases of different 
diseases : intermittent fevers, 
convulsive asthma, apoplexy, hys- 
teria, epistaxis, and hemoptysis, 
which were cured by this means. 

He concludes, from his expe- 
riments : 

Ist. That circular ligatures, 
applied at the commencement of 
the paroxysm of intermittent fe- 
vers, will cure the disease. 

2d. In attacks of dyspnoea, the 
consequence of chronic affection 
of the lungs, they produce very 
great relief. 
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3d. In cases of apoplectic ten- 


dency, when a return of the at-— 


tack is to be feared, they are 
very useful auxiliaries. 

4th. In deliquium animi, occa- 
sioned by plethora of the heart, 
the application of ligatures round 
the extremities quickly re-estab- 
lishes the circulation of the blood. 

5th. In every case of internal 
hemorrhage, not arising from the 
rupture of a large vessel, they 
may be applied with decided ad- 
vantage. 

6th. In periodic head-ache, ce- 
rebral congestions arising from 
mental labor, or in oppressions of 
the chest, from the influence of 
a humid atmosphere, their use 
will be very serviceable. 

7th. Lastly, all the advantages 
which the treatment referred to 
is capable of producing, have not 
been ascertained. The application 
of the ligature is simple, and with 
very few exceptions perfectly 
safe. Practitioners are entreated 
to pursue the inquiries which have 
been already made upon a subject 
which promises to be of such fre- 
quent advantage.—Jour. des Prog. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 1828. 


BOSTON MEDICAL DISPENSARY 


REPORTS. 
For the Month of April, 1828. 


Tue month was cold throughout. 
The weather was clear for the great- 
er part of the second week ; this was 
succeeded by a northeasterly storm, 
which continued, with occasional falls 
of rain, uninterrupted to the close of 
the month. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 61. 


Asthma humidum - - 1 
Bex convulsiva- - - 1 


Of 
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Catarrhus communis - 6 
Contusio - - - 1 
Diarrhea - - - 2 
Dysenteria - - - 1 
Eczema - - - 1 
E.necia cauma - - 1 
Fractura simplex - - 1 
Hemoptysis - - - 1 
Helminthia alvi lumbricoides 2 
Icterus spasmodicus 
Impetigo localis - - 1 
Limosis cardialgia- - 1 
Mania ferox - - - 1 
Metrocelis turgescens 
Ophthalmia - 2 
Paramenia obstructionis 2 

do. superflua - 1 
Phlegmone - - 1 
Phthisis - 1 
Pleuritis - - - 2 
Pneumonitis vera - - 

do. notha - 3 
Porrigo 1 
Sternalgia chronica - 1 
Struma - 3 
Vaccinia ss - - 6 
Varix diffusum - - 1 
Vulnus laceratum - - 1 


Excepting the 6 cases of Vaccinia, 
the remaining patients were, males 
25, females 30; 23 cases were under 
10 years of age; the remainder were 
mostly adults. 22 cases were of 
acute pulmonary disease ; of these 9 
were under 6 years of age. 


The cases of pleuritis and pneu- 
monitis vera, were with a few excep- 
tions more mild than those which 
occurred the preceding month. Ve- 
nesection was practised in but one 
case in each of these diseases. As 
in the last month, our chief reliance 
was on tart. antimony, which was 
carried in some cases to nine, and in 
one case to twelve grains a day, in 
divided doses.. If vomiting take 
place, it does not often continue after 
the third or fourth dose; a free dia- 
phoresis generally follows, sometimes 
accompanied by catharsis ; but as M. 
Laennec has remarked, resolution 
often proceeds as rapidly when none 
of these evacuations are produced. 
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These cases all terminated favora- 
bly, or are now convalescent. 
Hooping cough still continues 
revalent, and is of a severe kind. 
hen uncombined with pulmonary 
inflammation, or the irritation pro- 
duced by teething, the vomiting 
which often succeeds the paroxysm 
will usually render medical treatment 
unnecessary. Of the cases of this 
disease mentioned in the report for 
March, three were afterwards at- 
tacked with severe inflammation of 
the lungs about the third week; in 
one of these violent convulsions took 
place, and death followed. The re- 
maining case also proved fatal in the 
sixth week, It occurred in a male 
child aged 4 months, who was affect- 
ed with marasmus to a very extraor- 
dinary degree. On examination, 18 
hours after death, the lungs appeared 
perfectly healthy, but of a very pale 
color, as were all the other organs. 
The bronchiz were filled with a thin 
frothy fluid ; the mucous membrane 
was pale, and no traces of inflamma- 
tion could be found on any portion. 
The mesenteric glands were much 
enlarged, many being an inch in dia- 
meter, and very hard. Stomach and 
bowels had no marks of disease. 
J. W. McKean. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 


The number of cases was 88: of 
these, 6 were vaccinia, and 4 were 
puerperal ; 88—10=78 cases re- 


quiring medical or surgical treat- 
ment. 


Abortus - - - 
Arthrosia acuta artuum - 
do. do. lumborum 
do. chronica lumborum 
Bex convulsiva - - 
Bronchitis - - 
Catarrhus - 
Cauma - 
Cephalitis - 
Cholera biliosa 
Contusio cruris 
do. frontis 
do. lateris 


Contusio penis = - 
Coprostasis constipata 
Diarrhoea mucosa - 
Dyspepsia 
Enteritis adhesiva 
Ephemera acuta - 
Gastritis - - - 
Helminthia alvi lumbricoides 
Herpes labialis - 
Leucorrhcea communis - 
Nephritis - - 
Odontia dolorosa - - 
Ophthalmia glutinosa - 
do. taraxis acuta 
Paramenia suppressio 
Paristhmitis tonsillaris 
do. maligna - 
Phthisis catarrhalis - 


Pleuritis - 
Pneumonitis vera - 
do. notha - 
Porrigo favosa—s 
do, galeata 
Prurigo senilis 
Scabies papularis 
do. purulenta 
Subluxatio humeri 
Synochus”~ - 
Ulcus vitiosum 


The patients under puberty were 
0.45; adult females furnished .35 
of the cases of acute disease. 


0.55 of the medical cases were of 
bronchial or thoracic disease. 


The cases of pulmonic inflamma- 
tion were of unusual severity. The 
catarrh was mostly an inflammatory 
affection of the mucous membrane of 
the brorchia, occurring, with one 
exception, in very young children, 
and attended by a copious secretion 
of tough and rupy mucus, The feb- 
rile symptoms did not run high, 
though at times in the early part of 
the evening there was some stupor, 
with purplish countenance and anx- 
ious expression, and great frequency 
of pulse without hardness. The 
cases might better be referred to the 
Bronchitis of Charles Hastings than 
to the Catarrhus of Dr. Good. They 
were easily managed by a free vo- 
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miting and purging at the commence- 
ment, the assiduous use of tartarized 
antimony with the syrups of senega 
and squill, and the nightly applica- 
tion of cepisms to the chest. 

The cases of pneumonitis were 
entrusted to a management similar to 
the preceding, but more active. Ve- 
nesection was not employed. Tar- 
tarized antimony was exhibited in 
the largest tolerable doses, in some 
instances to the extent of six to nine 
grains a day, uutil the hardness of 
the pulse was reduced; when blis- 
tering and pills of pulv. antimonial., 
hydr, submur, and opium were sub- 
stituted. In the cases in which the 
mucous secretion was abundant and 
oppressive, squill was added to these 
remedies, 

The hooping cough was very for- 
midable. One case, complicated 
with dentition, was fatal: convul- 
sions occurred on the sixteenth day, 
and continued till the nineteenth, the 
day of death, with irrepressible vio- 
lence, unmitigated by opiates, prus- 
sic acid, baths, &c. Most of these 
cases were marked by great pulmo- 
nic inflammation, and required the 
free use of calomel, antimonials and 
vesication. 

Rheumatism was unusually fre- 
quent, forming the distinct disease, 
or adding to the sufferings of patients 
laboring under other acute affections. 
One case of Arthrosia acuta artuum, 
was of a child aged 5 years ; the an- 
kles and knees of both legs were 
attacked in succession ; the swelling 
aud pain were gieat, and this was 
aggravated to an intolerable degree 
at night. In the reported cases the 
remedies consisted of hydr. submur, 
gr. i.—ij. cum pulv. colchici grs. v. 
6tis horis, continued till the relief 
enabled us, or symptoms of gastric 
irritation warned us, to desist ; when 
nocturnal doses of Dover’s powder 
and guaiacum were substituted. The 
external applications were cold lo- 
tions for a day or two, followed by 
Jiniment. camphorat. cum aq. am- 
moniz. J. G. Stevenson. 
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MIDDLE DiSTRICT. 


Whole number of cases, 49. Of 


Abscess - 
Ague quotidian 
Burn - 
Catarrh - 
Chincough - 
Cholera - 
Consumption 
Diarrhoea 
Dropsy - 
Dyspepsia 
Earache 
Erysipelas 
Hydrocephalus 
Lung fever - 
Menorrhagia - 
Ophthalmia - 
Quinsey - 
Rheumatism - 
Salt rheum 
Scrofula 
Ulcers - 
Whitloe 
Wounds 


The case of Hydrocephalus proved 
fatal, after an unusually rapid course, 
and on the first occurrence of con- 
vulsions. The cases of Consump- 
tion are still under treatment. The 
remaining cases have been cured or 
relieved. 


The term catarrh is intended to 
include the class of diseases usually 
denominated bronchitis, viz. inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane of 
the bronchi, not extending to the 
substance of the lungs, and terminat- 
ing in free mucous secretion, A 
perfectly appropriate name to desig- 
nate this very frequent disease seems 
still among the desiderata in medical 
language. E, G. Davis. 


WESTERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 57. Of 


Arthrosia acuta - 
Bex convulsiva - 
Causis - - - 


Cephalea gravans 


hd 


{ 
- 
- - 
: = = 
: 
= 
= 
= = 
= 
3 
3 | 
¥ 
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Colica - - - - 
Delirium tremens - - 
Diarrhoea - - 
Dysenteria - - 
FE. synochus - - 
Ex. prurigo - - 
Eryth. erysipelatosum - 
Empr. pleuritis - 
do, pneumonitis - 


do. pneumon, notha - 
L. emesis’ - - 
L. dyspepsia- - = 
Lep. psoriasis 
M. Phthisis - - 
Odont. dentitionis 
Paramenia diffic. - - 


do. obstruct. - 
do. rentent. - 
Prolapsus ani - - 
Scrofula - - - 
Vaccinia - - - 


The following case is interesting 
from the sudden cerebral affection 
which followed the use of a small 
quantity of food, taken when the sto- 
mach was not in a fit state to receive 
it, although it had ever before borne 
it well, even when taken with free- 
dom. 


On the 2d of the month, was 
called early in the morning to visit 
Mrs. , aged 70. She was of 
bilious-melancholic temperament, and 
had for many months been feeble 
from catarrhal phthisis; and for a 
few days previous had been more 
unwell from a slight cold, but was 
about her room as usual. The re- 
port given of her was, that on the 
preceding evening she took her usual 
Opiate, and soon after requested 
something to eat, and chose an oys- 
ter. She took one from the shell 
and ate it without any condiment. 
Her attendant, after carrying her 
the oyster, left the room, and when 
she returned, (not more than ten 
minutes after,) she found that her 
“actions and answers to questions 
were strange.” The attendant im- 
mediately urged her to go to bed, 
which she did, but during the night 
continued delirious, restless, talka- 
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tive, often attempting to get up.— 
At 6 o’clock, A. M. found her on 
bed, but often rising up, eye wild 
and glaring, motions quick, and with 
a truly maniacal appearance. Her 
memory was much impaired; and, 
on attempting to answer questions, 
after uttering one or two words, she 
appeared lost and could not get 
through with the sentence. She 
complained of no pain 3 had consi- 
derable disturbance of digestive or- 
gans; tongue coated; loathing of 
food ; pulse and skin as usual ; some 
thirst ; bowels regular ; no numbness 
nor loss of power in any part 3 vision 
and hearing perfect. The cerebral 
affection subsided in a few days un- 
der the use of cathartics, vesication 
on the temples, sinapisms to the feet, 
and a liquid farinaceous diet. More 
active remedies were avoided on ac- 
count of the debilitated state of the 
system. J. Lang. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 68, 
Abortus - - 
Arthrosia 
do. chronica - 
Bex convulsiva 
do. humida - - 
do. licca - - - 


Of 


Cauma - - 
Causis - - - - 
Cephalea hemicrani - 
Colica rhachialgia - — 


1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Coprostasis  - § 
Delirium tremens - - 3 
Dyspepsia - - - 6 
Erythema erysipelatosum 1 
Gastro enteritis chronica 1 
Helminthia - - § 
Hepatitis acuta - - 1 
do. chronica - 1 
Odontia dentitionis lactantium 2 
do. do. _—puerilis 1 
do. dolorosa cariosa 2 
do. do. catarrhalis 3 
Ophthalmia acute - 
Paracyesis uter. hem. - 1 
Paramenia obstructio. sup. 
1 


do. do. emansio 


a 
| 
| | 
i 
| 
i 
aq 
| 
AT, 
| 
nt 
4 
i if 
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Paristhmitis tonsillaris - 2 
Parturition - - - 4 
Pleuritis mediastina - 1 
do. vera - - 2 
Pneumonitis - - - A 
Subluxatio - - - 1 
Struma vulg.- 1 
Thlasma contusio - - 1. 
Ulcus - - - - 1 
Urticaria - - - 2 
Vaccinia - - - 2 
Vulnus - - - - 1 
18 males. 9 adults—9 children. 
50 females. 32 adults—18 children. 


Cuarves T. 


SOUTH BOSTON DISTRICT 


Includes Sea Street, where most of 
the cases occurred. The following 
are all which have been treated be- 
tween January 12th, 1828, and the 
1st of May. Number of cases, 59. Of 


Arthrosia ‘ 


Bex convulsiva = - - 
do. humida - - - 
Bronchitis - - - 
Catarrhus” - - - 
Causis - - 
Coprostasis obstipata - 
Dysmenorrhea - 
Dyspepsia - = 
Enteritis - - - 
E.\phemera acuta” - - 
Epilepsia cerebralis - 
Helminthia - - - 
Icterus - - - 
Ophthalmia taraxis - 


Paralysis particularis - 
Paramenia obstructionis 


Parotitis - - 
Parturitio - 
Phthisis - - 
Pneumonia - - - 
P. notha - - - 
Porrigo 
Struma - - - 
S. mesenterica - - 
Vaccinia - 


The inflammatory diseases of 
adults yielded more rapidly than is 
common to antimony, calomel, ipe- 
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cac, and colchicum. Blisters were 
very rarely required. Venesection 


and leeches were not employed. 
These diseases occurred after some 
damp cold days, which were suc- 
ceeded by good weather, on the se- 
cond or third day of the respective 
diseases, 

The Paralysis particularis was the 
only symptom of disorder in a stout 
female domestic, habituated to night 
suppers and good living: it occurred 
in the ankles, and was relieved after 
several days’ purging. There were 
two deaths; one from Struma me- 
senterica in a patient three months 
old; the other from Bex convulsiva 
after nine weeks’ treatment with 
squills and castor oil ; medical advice 
having been asked only three days 
before the termination. 

Horatio Rosinson. 


To CorresPpONDENTS.—A commu- 
nication has been received from Dr. 
Benjamin Lincoln, which will appear 
in the next number. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS:IN BOS- 


TON, 

Ending May 23, at noon. 

May 17. Clarissa Foristall, 10 mo. 
Abigail D. Appleton, 26 yrs. 
Deborah Maxfield, 

John Cleverly, 

18. Owen McGrath, 11 days 
Mary Sawyer, 7 
Isaac Wyman, (drowned 

April 22d,) 22 

19. Mary Curtis, 26 
Bill Vose, 76 
Charles H. Reed, 20 mo. 
Rosanna B. Whitman, 11 

20. Samuel Emerson, [35 yrs. 

21. Gad H. Gardner, 20 
Mary Jane Ladd, 19 
Mary Ann Hurd, 9 mo. 

22. Ann Mash, yrs. 

23. Morris Kennepeck, 27 
Thomas Leach, 71 


Apoplexy, 1—childbed, 1—consumption, 4 
—cancer, 1—drowned, 1—fits, 1—hooping- 
cough, 1—inflammation on the lungs, 1—in- 
flammation in the head, 1—liver complaint, 1 
—lung fever, 2—pleuritis, 1—white swelling, 1 
—unknown, 1. Males, 9—females, 9. Still- 
born, 1. Total, 19. 


‘ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL BIOGRA- 
PHY. 


day published by COTTONS & 

BARNARD and RICHARDSON & 
LORD, The AMERICAN MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY; or, Memoirs of Eminent 
Physicians who have flourished in Amer- 
ica. To which is prefixed a succinct His- 
tory of Medical Science in the United 
States, from the first settlement of the 
country. By J. Thacher, M. D. author 
of the American New Dispensatory, Mod- 
ern Practice of Physic, Military Journal, 
&c. Embellished with Portraits of the 
following characters, viz. Rush, Monson, 
Wistar, John Bard, Samuel Bard, Jones, 
Jeffries, Clark, Coffin, Brooks, Lloyd, 
Danforth, Freeman, Warren, Thacher. 


** Thou shalt lie down 
With patriachs of the infant world—with kings, 
The powerful of the earth—the wise, the good, 
Fair forms, and hoary seers of ages past, 
All in one mighty sepulchre.”’ 


2 vols—Price $5. 2vols. bound in 
one, $4, 50. Subscribers are requested to 
send for their books. May 5. 


CHARLES WHITE, 


No. 269 Washington St. Corner of Win- 
ter St. 


AS received by the late arrivals from 
Europe his spring supply of MEp1- 
CINES ; among them are Extract Balsam 
Copaiva, Ext. Belladonna from Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue pill from Apothecaries’ Hall, 
Calomel, ‘Tartar Emetic, Magnesia Calc., 
Elaterium, Opium deprived of Narcotine, 
Opium deprived of Morphine, Denarcotiz- 
ed' ‘Tinct. Opium, Sulphate Quinine, 
Sulphate Cinchona, Sulphate Rhubarb, 
Ext. Hops, &c. &c. 

C. W. returns his grateful acknowl- 
edgment to the Physicians, his friends 
and the public, for their liberal support, 
and hopes by strict personal attention to 
Physicians? Prescriptions, the compound- 
ing and delivery of Medicine, to have a 
continuance. April 22. 


NOTICE. 


UBSCRIBERS who are still indebted 
for the Boston Medical Intelligencer, 


are requested to pay their bills, as recent. 
ly presented, either at this office or to one 
of the following agents.—Barnet Peters, 
Portland, Me.; Charles Coffin, Postmas- 
ter, Buxton, Me.; Charles S. Francis, 
New-York, N. Y.; Tho. O. H. Croswil, 
Postmaster, Catskill, N. Y.; R. H. Small, 
or John Mortimer, Philadelphia, Pa. ; Gi- 
deon B. Smith, Patriot office, Baltimore, 
Md.; Lemuel Dwelle, Augusta, Ga.; 
Drake & Conclin, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Gentlemen are reminded that after the 
14th day of next month the price of the 
5th volume, as published, will be $3,00, 
instead of $2,62 1-2. 


NATHAN JARVIS 


H* purchased the stock of Drugs 
and Medicines, and taken the store 
lately kept by Mr. Henry White, at 
Apothecaries’ Hall, No. 188, Washington 
Street, and he hopes by constant personal 
attention at all hours to receive the .pat- 
ronage which has formerly been given to 
this establishment. 6t. 
April 8 


LIQUID MAGNESIA, 


OR Dyspepsia, Costiveness, Head- 
ache, Heartburn, &c. 


“ The clear and colorless solution has 
been found by repeated experiments to be 
the best preparation of Magnesia ; it pro- 
duces all the good effects of that Medicine, 
is very pleasant to the taste, more certain 
in its cperation, is not liable to form con- 
cretions in the bowels, and is the best ant- 
acid in use.”? 


The manufacture and sale of the Li- 
quid Magnesia was commenced by Bart- 
lett & Chase, and received general appro- 
bation, and in consequence of repeated 
solicitation is now resumed by the Sub- 
scribers, andit will be kept constantly for 
sale by them at the Fountain, or put up 
in Bottles for transportation. 


S. N. BREWFR & BROTHERS, 


Druggists. 
No. 90 & 92 Washington Street. 


*.* Soda, Rochelle and other mineral 
waters will also be kept at the Fountain. 
June 3. 


Published weekly, by Joun Cotton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
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